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Novatel Wireless Second Generation UMTS PC Card Receives GCF Compliance

Voluntary certification process ensures the highest quality and network interoperability for Novatel
Wireless' Merlin U630™ PC Card

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA - December 22, 2004 - Novatel Wireless, Inc. (Nasdaq:NVTL), a leading provider of wireless
broadband access solutions, today announced that its second generation Merlin U630™ UMTS Wireless PC Card Modem hat
received industry compliance from the Global Certification Forum (GCF). GCF is a partnership between network operators and
terminal manufacturers that provides an independent program to ensure global interoperability of 2.5 and 3G mobile wireless
terminals. GCF is a globally recognized program that complements existing regional regulatory certification requirements.

GCF compliance involved several hundred product lab test cases and extensive field trials that measured the Merlin U630's
performance on different 2.5 and 3G networks in Europe. Field tests of the Merlin U630 took place on live operator networks in
Germany, Ireland, Italy and the UK. The testing conducted to achieve GCF certification ensures that the Merlin U630 will have
the highest reliability and functionality on UMTS and GSM/GPRS mobile networks throughout Asia, Africa, Europe and the
Middle East, and that it has been designed, manufactured and tested to an agreed standard. Wireless operators benefit by
knowing that GCF certified devices will perform optimally on networks, providing customers with seamless roaming.

The Merlin U630 offers wireless data access at speeds up to 384 kilobits per second (kbps) on uplink and downlink channels
on UMTS 2100 MHz bands in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Middle East and up to 53.6 kbps on GSM/GPRS 900/1800/1900 MHz
bands worldwide. By inserting the PC Card into a laptop, subscribers have access to email, the Internet, and corporate
databases so they can stay productive while working away from the office.

"Novatel Wireless' Merlin U630 went through extensive testing in terms of quality and performance in order to meet the GCF's
strict certification requirements,"” said David Trevayne-Smith, Technical Director for 7 Layers, an engineering service company
with expertise in the testing and qualification sector for wireless communications technology and products. "Not only did we
conduct on-site laboratory tests, but the Merlin U630 was also field trialed on live 2.5 and 3G networks to a plan that exceeded
the requirements for the GCF certification, ensuring the product delivered optimal performance over a multitude of network
configurations. The Merlin U630 stood out on top of all the tests and definitely deserves the GCF certification recognition for its
advanced UMTS technology."

"As a current member of GCF, Novatel Wireless realized the competitive advantage GCF certification provided when it comes
to working with network operators," said Dr. Slim Souissi, chief technology officer at Novatel Wireless. "We will continue to
ensure our 3G PC Cards meet GCF compliance standards so mobile workers will have the best user experience while
accessing mobile high-speed broadband across the world. In September of this year we received ISO 9001:2000 certification.
Achieving GCF certification for the Merlin U630 is further testament that our products exceed international standards and are
best in class."

For further information on GCF certification, please visit http://gcf.gsm.org

ABOUT NOVATEL WIRELESS, INC.

Novatel Wireless, Inc. is a leading provider of wireless broadband access solutions. Novatel Wireless' MerlinTM PC Cards,
ExpediteTM Embedded Modems, Freedom Box™ Ruggedized Modems, MobiLink™ Communications Software Suite, Ova
3G Multimedia Application Consoles and Conversa™ Software Suite enable higbpeed wireless access to personal, corporate
and public information. The company delivers innovative 3G solutions to operators, distributors and vertical markets worldwide.
Headquartered in San Diego, California, Novatel Wireless is listed on NASDAQ: NVTL. For more information about Novatel
Wireless, please visit www.novatelwireless.com
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This release may contain forward-looking statements, which are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of the United
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, as amended to date. These forward-looking statements involve risks
and uncertainties. A number of important factors could cause actual results to differ materially from those in the forward-looking
statements contained herein. These factors include risks relating to technological changes, new product introductions,
continued acceptance of Novatel Wireless' products and dependence on intellectual property rights. These factors, as well as


http://gcf.gsm.org/
http://www.novatelwireless.com/

other factors that could cause actual results to differ materially, are discussed in more detail in Novatel Wireless' filings with the
United States Securities and Exchange Commission (available at www.sec.gov) and other regulatory agencies.
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