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Novatel Wireless Awarded Patent For Multi-Mode Wireless Roaming

Company Increases Portfolio of Intellectual Property to 25 Patents

SAN DIEGO, Jan 13, 2005 (BUSINESS WIRE) -- Novatel Wireless, Inc. (Nasdaq:NVTL), a leading provider of wireless
broadband access solutions, today announced it has secured its twenty-fifth patent, which supports intelligent inter-system
roaming on multiple wireless networks, including W-WAN, W-LAN and W-PAN. Previously, Novatel Wireless announced that it
had filed for several patent protections in connection with the Ovation™ 3G Multimedia Application Console portfolio and
Conversa™ software suite. The issuance of this patent reflects one of the unique elements conceived in that product portfolio.
Novatel Wireless' development efforts on Ovation and Conversa have been underway in collaboration with operator customers,
and the company expects the Ovation product family to significantly expand its addressable market and diversify its product
portfolio upon commercial deployment, which is currently expected in mid-2005.

Novatel Wireless' latest patent encompasses a method for enabling wireless devices to efficiently discover the most ideal
wireless connection possible, facilitating seamless roaming between Wi-Fi connections and other wireless broadband networks,
such as 2.5G or 3G. This ultimately provides subscribers with the most cost effective connection and the best quality of service
in any given geographic area. For example, if a laptop modem discovers Wi-Fi connectivity, the computer can automatically
switch from W-WAN to the higher speed W-LAN or W-PAN alternative.

Currently, W-WAN/W-LAN multi-mode roaming devices are constantly scanning to find a higher-speed connection, an
inefficient process which drains battery power. The new Novatel Wireless patent uses an innovative technique to conserve
battery resources of any device by performing a conditional scan, rather than a continuous background scan.

The intelligent inter-system handoff patent also unveils smart technology that tracks the regular usage patterns of the
subscriber by memorizing periodic modem usage activities and geographic locations. In a small office / home office setting,
Ovation 3G Multimedia Application Console, integrated with the new technology, will allow peripheral devices to efficiently
connect to the preferred network while minimizing device battery consumption by intelligently scanning for the optimal network.

"Novatel Wireless has always encouraged innovative thinking and placed a great deal of effort into wireless research and
development activities," said Peter Leparulo, chief executive officer of Novatel Wireless. "We are honored to have received our
twenty-fifth patent, fueling industry-wide advancement.”

The intelligent inter-system handoff patent was developed by Novatel Wireless' chief technology officer, Dr. Slim Souissi, who
recently was appointed an Edwin Armstrong Fellow of Novatel Research Labs. Novatel Research Labs is an unincorporated
research arm and honorarium of Novatel Wireless which promotes inventions at Novatel Wireless and in the
telecommunications industry, administers Novatel Wireless' intellectual property rights, and sponsors technical publications and
white papers. Novatel Research Labs is authorized to award fellowships in connection with Novatel Wireless' intellectual
property program, and on December 10, 2004, Dr. Souissi was the first to be awarded an Edwin Armstrong Fellowship of
Novatel Research Labs.

ABOUT NOVATEL WIRELESS, INC.

Novatel Wireless, Inc. is a leading provider of wireless broadband access solutions. Novatel Wireless' Merlin™ PC Cards,
Expedite™ Embedded Modems, Freedom Box™ Ruggedized Modems, MobiLink™ Communications Software Suite, Ovation™ 3G
Multimedia Application Consoles and Conversa™ Software Suite enable high-speed wireless access to personal, corporate and
public information. The company delivers innovative 3G solutions to operators, distributors and vertical markets worldwide.
Headquartered in San Diego, California, Novatel Wireless is listed on NASDAQ: NVTL. For more information about Novatel
Wireless, please visit www.novatelwireless.com (NVTLG)

© 2005 Novatel Wireless. All rights reserved. The Novatel Wireless logo, Merlin, Expedite, Freedom Box, MobilLink, Ovation, and
Conversa are trademarks of Novatel Wireless, Inc. Other product or service names mentioned herein are the trademarks of
their respective owners.

This release may contain forward-looking statements, which are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of the United
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, as amended to date. These forward-looking statements involve risks
and uncertainties. A number of important factors could cause actual results to differ materially from those in the forward-looking
statements contained herein. These factors include risks relating to technological changes, new product introductions,
continued acceptance of Novatel Wireless' products and dependence on intellectual property rights. These factors, as well as
other factors that could cause actual results to differ materially, are discussed in more detail in Novatel Wireless' filings with the



United States Securities and Exchange Commission (available at www.sec.gov) and other regulatory agencies.

SOURCE: Novatel Wireless, Inc.

Novatel Wireless Kim Haneke, 858-812-0621 khaneke@nvtl.com or LEWIS PR Katie Assar/Noah Dye, 619-516-2559
nvtl@lewispr.com

Copyright © 2005 Business Wire. All rights reserved.

News Provided by COMTEX



